SUMMARY A study is presented which fails to replicate a recent report that peak years of birth of patients later developing Parkinson's disease are related to the influenza pandemics of the period 1890-1930. The years ofbirth ofa whole population cohort of243 patients suffering from Parkinson's disease examined in Aberdeen in 1983 and reexamined in 1986/7 were compared with deaths due to influenza in the City of Aberdeen in the years 1900-1930. Although a significant peak of Parkinson births (compared with the age profile of the Aberdeen population in 1983) occurred in 1902, there appeared to be no systematic relationship between Parkinson births and influenza deaths. In addition, no season of birth effect could be detected in a comparison with 232 matched controls. The presence ofpeaks ofbirth years, for whatever aetiological reason, is ofsignificance to epidemiological studies in that prevalence estimates may be influenced by the year of study relative to these minicohorts. Poskanzer 
Results
The numbers of patients and population at risk by year of birth, as well as influenza deaths in Aberdeen is shown in the table. The only significant peak ofpatient births occurred in 1902 (chi-square = 8 87, p < 0 01). The number of subjects born during the four quarters (January-March, April-June etc) was for patients: 72-48-65-58, and for controls: 58-55-59-60. There were, therefore, no significant season of birth effects (chisquare = 2 05, df = 3, p > 0 05).
The figure shows the yearly number of patient births plotted alongside yearly influenza deaths in Aberdeen. Although the 1902 peak of births is preceded by the peak of deaths due to the turn-of-the-century influenza pandemic, later peaks in influenza mortality are not followed by an excess of patient births. There was no significant year by year correlation between numbers of patient births and deaths due to influenza, even if every birth year was compared with the preceding year's influenza mortality. 
